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IXTllODCCTORV  REMARKS. 


>!Qaving  Mitnrwd  the  rfficary  of  the  internni 
nse  of  Nitric  Arid  in  the  Clinicnl  Wards  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinhuri^h,  in  1796,  I was 
Ird  to  tlie  enrlv  administration  of  that  Medicine 
in  my  own  practice,  with  an  effect  fully  equal 
to  my  expectation  ; especially  in  anomalotis  Sy- 
philitic Cases,  in  the  setjufla*  of  that  oft<m  in- 
tractable Disease,  and  in  that  disordered  and 
broken  stsrtc  of  Health,'  which  is  the  consequence 
of  Intempenince. 

Early  in  1817,  !Mr.  Charles  Bell’s  Surgical 
Observations  made  me  acejuainted  with  Dr.  Scott’s 
method  of  using  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath ; 
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but  I Mas  in  my  omii  practice  in  many  instances 
<lisappointc(l  in  the  result  which  that  Gentleman 
liail  led  me  to  anticipate,  and  from  the  want  of 
that  scientific  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  na- 
ture and  properties  of  the  Bath,  which  alone  can 
induce  a rractitioncr  to  persevere  in  the  use  of  any 
medicine,  how'ever  recommended  in  general  terms, 
or  in  specific  cases,  I had  in  a great  measure 
abandoned  its  use.  Nor  was  this  disappointment 
and  consecpient  discredit  pecidiar  to  myself,  for  all 
the  IVledical  Gentlemen  with  whom  I conversed  on 
the  subject  considered  the  Bath  as  of  doubtful  eflfi- 
cacy ; some  indeed  had  not  paid  attention  to  the 
subject  from  the  want  of  sufficient  evidence  of  its 
utility  ; others  had  been  disappointed,  and  losing 
all  confidence  in  the  remedy,  abandoned  its  use. 
There  was,  liovvever,  one  exception  to  this  general 
fact. 

IJ  avins:  met  mv  friend  Dr.  Jarrold  of  INIan- 
Chester  in  consultation,  whose  excellent  Medical 
skill  I have  repeatedly  witnessed,  the  Nitro  Muri- 
atic Acid  Bath  becai^e  the  subject  of  conversation. 
He  had  paid  attention  to  it,  and  pointed  out  the 
cause  of  the  errors  into  vvhich  Medical  Men  iu 
general  had  fallen,  and  w ith  great  frankness  gau* 
rnc  the  result  of  his  practice  ; the  principles  ol 
wliich,  I have  pursued,  and  wliich  form  the  basis 
of  the  present  Pamphlet. 


It  was  an  easy  conjecture  that  when  the  val- 
nal>le  treatise  of  Dr.  Hamilton  on  the  use  of  pur- 
g^ative  Medicines,  had  attractetl  the  attention  and 
influenced  the  conduct  of  almost  every  Metlical 
Practitioner  in  the  kingdom,  that  a further  en- 
largement of  our  Pathological  and  Practical  know- 
ledge would  he  the  consequence,  and  every  fact 
connected  with  this  object  is  worthy  of  notice. 
Under  this  impression,  I feel  no  difficulty  in  first 
inviting  the  attention  of  Medical  Practitioners  to 
the  use  of  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath,  in  a class 
of  Diseases  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  over  which 
the  direct  application  of  Purgative  IM«slicines  ei- 
ther has  no  influence,  or  is  insufficient  for  the  cure  ; 
and  which  Diseases  appear  to  relate,  not  to  a loadctl 
state  of  the  intestines,  but  to  a demnged,  or  dcbili- 
tnti’d  action  of  the  secretory  vessels  of  the  Visrus, 

•i  ' 

which  is  the  seat  of  the  disease  : the  nature  of  w hich 
iliseased  action  it  may  l*e  premature  to  attempt  to 
explain,  as  the  snhject  demands  more  facts  ami 
more  observations  than  i am  in  the  possession  of. 
-My  present  business  is  thus  nece<‘Sarily  Imiitctl  to  a 
statemeid  of  cs^es  and  remarks. 
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Oh  Jived  Pains  in  the  region  of  the  Ccecnm  coli. 


MR.  T.  aged  36. 

I 

Had  for  several  weeks  been  alfected  with  pain 
in  the  rigH'fc  side,  on  the  region  of  the  Os  lllium, 
not  increased  on  pressure,  but  so  intense  as  to  dis- 
turb his  sleep.  Being  subsequently  attacked  with 
indamination  on  the  chest,  he  was  repeatedly  bled 
and  blistered,  and  purgatives  were  occasionally  atl- 
ministered,  the  inflammation  was  thus  subdued,  but 
the  pain  of  tlie  side  still  continued.  The  Nitro  Mu- 
riatic Acid  Bath  was  used  on  the  1st.  of  January 
1817,  in  the  proportions  and  strength  as  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Scott. 

Sid.  Slept  better. 

4th.  Pain  abated  and  sleep  improved. 

8th.  Pain  continues  to  abate. 

12th.  Pain  gone.  The  bath  was  continued  a 
fortnight  longer,  and  a laxative  was  occasionally 
given. 


MRS.  \V.  aged  -JO. 

For  six  years  had  been  affected  with  pain  in 
the  reg^ion  of  the  Coecwm  coli  so  intense  in  the 
winter  as  to  confine  her  to  the  house.  Had  been 
under  the  care  of  several  Physicians  of  eminence, 
at  whose  advice  she  had  visited  various  watering 
places,  but  without  any  sensible  relief. 

December  ‘20,  1810  I first  saw  her,  had  not 
then  been  in  bed  of  a month.  Pain  constant  and 
intense.  Countenance  emaciatfsi  anxious  and  pale. 
Pulse  110.  Ilowels  rather  constipat€*d.  Took  a 
purgative  in  the  morning,  and  an  opwate  at  bed 
time.  ^ 

2id4l.  Pain  unabated. 

23<1.  Csed  the  Xitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath  for 
a quarter  of  an  hour  and  took  the  following  pill ; 

K.  Fxtr“-  Aloes. 

H)drarg.  Subiiiur.  a.  a.  gr.  x ft.  Pil.  x el 
Capeut  1 om.  hora  soniiii. 

*24th.  Fell  stronger,  but  the  pain  unabated. 

2()th.  Pain  at  intervals  not  so  inten.se. 

28tli.  Improving  slowly. 

SOtli.  Still  something  better. 

182(X  Jan.  ‘2d.  The  appearance  of  the  counteiiaure 

less  anxious. 

4tli.  Slept  two  hours  on  a sofa. 

8tli,  Paiu  less. 
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Was  at)le  to  sleep  in  bed. 

20th.  Pain  only  returns  occasionally. 

24th.  Very  little  pain.  The  Bath  and  the  lax- 
ative Pill  were  continued  a fortnight  longer,  when 
she  felt  herself  well,  and  has  continued  so  to  the 
present  time,  a distance  of  nine  months. 


a'i 


The  effects  of  the  yitro  Muriatic  Acid  hath  in 

Worms. 


BesidjCs  thi'  relief  which  is  obtained  by  the 
Use  of  the  B^h,  in  fixeil  and  chronic  pains  about 
the  region  of^a*cum  coli,  it  is  highly  valuable  in 
the  expulsion  of  worms  from  the  intestinal  canal, 
of  which  the  follow  ing  cases  are  evidenct. 


MISS.  A.  ayed  26. 

Had  for  several  years  suftercd  much  distress 
ffom  Ascaridcs,  accompanied  with  some  pain  in  the 
Head.  Had  been  fre(|ucntly  under  Medical  treat- 
luent  with  temporary  benelit  only.  June  I'ilh. 
1818.  Used  the  Nitro-Muriatic  Acid  Bath  and 
continued  its  use  twenty  minutes  every  evening  f«»r 
three  weeks,  when  all  her  complaints  had  left  her, 
and  six  months  after  she  remained  w ell. 
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MR.  S.  T.  ayed  29.  ; 

On  the  1st.  of  June,  1820,  applied  to  me  for 
the  cure  of  Worms,  the  most  distressing^  symptons 
of  which,  were  heswlach,  faintness  at  stomach,  cos- 
tivencss,  and  loss  of  appetite ; he  conld  take  no- 
thing’ to  breakfast  but  tea,  which  he  had  a diffi- 
culty in  retaining.  He  used  the  Niti*o  Muriatic 
Acid  Bath,  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  every  morning, 
which  in  a few  days,  occasioned  the  discharge  of 
several  large  portions  of  the  Tape  Worm.  His 
bowels  were  kept  open,  and  the  appetite  improved 
by  the  JUath;  it  iilso  acted  so  powerfully  by  per- 
spiration, that  I was  under  the  i»ecessity  of  pro- 
bibitinsf  ite  use,  before  Uie  end  of  a fortnights  He 
has  had  no  return  of  the  complaint. 


EDWIN  C.  A Boy,  aged  4. 

Has  been  troubled  with  Worms  at  times  for 
more  than  two  years.  Used  the  Nitro  Muriatic 
Acid  Bath  on  the  5th  of  September,  1819,  which 
his  mother  prepared  according  to  directions,  and 
ascertamed  the  heat  by  inserting  her  arms:  she 

was  soon  after  seized  with  Diarrhoia ; next  niglrt 
the  Bath  produced  the  same  effect,  it  was  therefore 
condemned  and  the  use  discontinued;  however. 


II 

Waster  Etlwin  <lischarj2^  a large  Worm  of  the 
Lumbric#  kind. 

Many  other  cases  might  be  cited  to  prove  the 
powers  of  the  \itro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath  in  expell- 
ing and  preventing  the  generation  of  Worms  in 
the  intestinal  canals  but  the  above  are  sulhcieot  to 
establish  the  fact. 

It  H vrorthy  of  remark,  that  the  most  poison- 
ous substances  to  these  animals  out  of  tlie  body  are 
the  acids,  and  therefore  their  use  in  any  form  is 
entitled  to  notice.  The  most  common,  but  least 
destructive  of  the  Anthelinentics,  are  Jalap,  Bears- 
foot,  and  Gamboge  ; Arsenic  scarcely  iiijurt's  tliese 
animals,  while  Opium,  I’ink  Boot,  ami  Tobacco 
are  not  so  destructive  to  them,  as  II  oucy.  Sugar, 
or  Manna  j but  these  a<  t not  so  much  as  poi- 
sons, as  by  obstructing  respiration,  so  that  tlielr 
internal  iLse  can  lie  of  little  avail,  as  these  ar- 
ticles are  digested  before  they  can  reach  the  seat 
of  those  animals,  and  the  acids  are  probably  be- 
neficial by  restoring  the  healthy  actions  of  the 
intestines. 

It  is  still  a disputed  point  amongst  Natura- 
lists and  Physiologists,  how  \\  orms  are  generated 
in  the  auitnai  body,  some  asserting  their  extrinsic 
origin,  whilst  others  maintain  their  wpuvocal  ge- 
neration. 
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Animals  tliat  live  upon  the  skin  may  pass 
from  one  individual  to  another,  and  thus  tlieir  origin 
never  seems  obscure ; But  when  the  intestines,  liver ^ 
head,  and  other  internal  parts  of  the  body  become 
the  seat  of  Worms,  it  is  a question  of  some  inte- 
rest ; How  came  they  there  ? certainly  no  animals 
similar  to  those  found  in  the  body,  exist  out  of  it. 
They  do  not  propagate  their  young  by  eggs,  and 
cannot  by  any  possibility  be  supposed  to  pass 
from  one  individual  to  another  j to  ascribe  their 
existence  to  spontaneous  generation,  is  to  oppose 
the  opinions  of  Naturalists*,  but  the  question  still 
occurs,  how  do  they  originate?  are  they  not  to  ani- 
mals, what  moss  is  to  trees,  or  vegetable  mould  to 
other  substances  ? Bread  in  the  autumn  if  kept  a 
few  days  is  not  only  covered  with  vegetable  mould 
on  the  outside,  but  the  inside  is  not  free  from  it.  It 
is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  account  for  the  circum- 
stance, by  supposing  that  the  seed  of  the  plant  had 
been  conveyed  to  the  bread,  this  could  no  more 
happen,  than  that  the  seeds  of  clover  should  ascend 
1.0  the  top  of  a hill  by  a blast  of  wind;  and  yet  we 
know,  when  peat  moss  has  been  drained  and  cover- 
ed with  lime  or  even  gravel,  it  is  invariably  soon  af- 
ter covered  by  a crop  of  clover;  it  therefore  seems 
somewhat  probable,  that  animals  and  vegetables  m 
a state  of  disease  and  decay,  give  birth  to  certain 
productions  endowed  with  life.  In  a medical  point 
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of  view  it  is  indisputable,  that  certain  states  of  the 
body  are  friendly  to  the  production  and  existence 
of  worms,  and  in  effecting  a cure,  it  is  not  suffici- 
ent to  expel  the  animals  only  ; but  so  to  correct 
the  state  of  the  body  as  to  prevent  their  re- 
turn. Common  medicines  only  exjM?l  them  : but 
the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Rath  by  giving  a new 
action  to  the  secretory  vessels  of  the  Intestines,  re- 
moves the  disease  that  gives  birth  to  those  animals. 
A similar  diseased  action  of  the  skin  gives  origin 
to  those  animals  that  are  peculiar  to  it ; but  how 
far  the  Acids  would  cure  or  prevent  them  from 
generating,  I have  made  no  experiments ; thus  far 
however  it  is  certain,  that  nothing  removes  scurf 
and  other  impurities  of  the  skin  so  soon  as  aci<l- 
ulated  water. 
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The  AperieiU  potvers  of  the  NUw  Muriatic  Ajcid 
Bathf  are  exempiyied  in  Uie  foilowiti^  cmte. 


MRS.  R.  aped  20. 

Has  been  snbject  to  frequent  bilious  attacks 
for  many  years,  attended  with  headach,  severe  sick- 
ness and  vomiting  : bowels  always  constipated  du- 
ring those  attacks.  Is  now  in  her  second  preg- 
nancy, and  in  consequence  of  her  situation  her  suf- 
ferings have  become  more  frequent,  critical,  and 
distressing  ; has  never  obtained  much  relief  from 
medicines  on  account  of  a peculiar  idiosyncrasy  of 
constitution,  which  prevented  opiates  from  agree- 
iiio"  with  the  stomach;  and  no  catliartic  could  be 
contrived  that  would  operate  without  griping.  1 
therefore  resolved  upon  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid 
Bath,  and  on  the  9th.  of  June  1819,  it  was  first 
used  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  and  repeated  every 
evenino'  during  the  attacks;  by  which  tneans  the 
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bowels  were  kept  open,  aiul  the  other  symptoms 
mitigated. 

The  Family  were  surprized  at  the  effects  of 
the  remedy,  rendering  so  much  relief  by  means  so 
apparefitly  simple,  and  affording  a bt>on,  %vhich 
medicine  had  denied. 

Tlie  stimulus  of  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Hath 
seems  to  pervmle  the  w bole  svNUmi,  sometimes  rom- 
inunicating  a particular  saftish  taste  to  the  mouth, 
and  sometimes  soothing  the  Nerves  like  an  aiiod\  ne ; 
but  when  it  acts  favourably,  it  exerts  its  influence 
either  singly  or  comblued  upon  the  stoaiach,  bow- 
els, liver,  kldnies  and  skin. 


!1T 


Oh  Indigestion. 


The  efficacy  of  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath 
in  removing^  debilitated  action  in  the  stomach,  and 
a depraved  secretion  of  bile  in  the  Liver,  will  appear 
from  the  following  case. 

A Gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  aged  40. 
and  who  had  been  subject  to  Dyspepsia  for  several 
years,  from  taking  cold  and  some  irregularities 
when  on  a journey  in  the  latter  end  of  March  1819, 
his  stomach  complaints  became  much  worse,  with 
total  loss  of  appetite,  accompanied  with  frequent 
efforts  to  vomit.  Complained  of  no  pain  or  thirst. 
Pulse  natural.  Bowels  rather  costive  but  motions 
of  a green,  buff  or  black  colour : these  complaints 
continued  increasing  till  the  2Sth  of  May,  when  he 
became  so  debilitated,  that  the  slightest  motion  of 

the  body  renewed  the  efforts  to  vomit.  Serious 
apprehensions  were  now  entertained  as  to  his  safety. 
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Bitters,  purgutires,  tlie  blue  pill,  and  a variety 
of  remedies  liad  been  used  with  little  or  no  ad- 
vantage. 

He  was  ordereil  to  use  the  Xitro  Muriatic 
Acid  Bath  for  a ipiarter  of  an  hour  everv  even- 
ing ; which  in  tlie  first  place  opened  the  bowels 
freely,  and  afterwards  aefixl  as  a diuretic,  gradii,- 
ally  restoring  the  appetite,  and  changing  the  alvine 
evacuations  U»  a healthy  colour.  The  Bath  was 
p<*rsevered  in  for  about  three  weeks,  omitting  it 
now  and  then  according  to  the  open  state  of  the 
bowels.  Has  since  that  period  enjoyed  better 
health  than  he  had  done  for  sev  eral  years  preceding. 

I have  found  the  Xitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath 
singularly  speedy  and  ellicaciou*  in  cas4>s  of  Dys- 
pepsia, when  symptomatic  of  irregular  or  defec- 
tive secretion  of  hile  in  the  liver,  or  deiJendim* 
upon  a debilitated  action  in  the  stomach,  as  in  the 
follow  ing  c;ise. 


MRS.  W.  «ycr/  r>^. 

Has  been  subject  to  Dyspepsia  for  several 
years  past,  and  has  suffered  severely  from  frecpient 
bilious  attacks  ; eountenance  sallow  and  I>odv 
much  emaciatt^l  : has  taken  the  advice  of  sf,nie 
eminent  Bractitioners  with  little  or  no  hcnerit.  ()„ 

fheilth  of  July  1820,  I found  her  complaining  of 
pains  and  faintness  at  the  stomach,  witii  frctpnn  t 
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incliiiati-oii  to  vomit,  liad  had  no  appetite  for  a 
length  of  time,  no  thirst,  l>iit  sleep  clistuiHhed,  bowels 
regular ; was  ordered  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath 
for  a quarter  of  an  hour  every  evening. 

11th.  Faintness  at  stomach  gone  and  pain  easier. 

13th.  Pain  removed  and  appetite  reluming. 

15th.  Begins  to  relish  some  light  food,  sleep 
resto  red. 

IHth.  Improving  in  every  respect. 

20th.  Continued  the  Bath  a fortnight  longer, 
every  other  night,  when  she  felt  herself  stronger, 
and  enjoyed  a much  better  appetite  than  she  had 
done  for  several  years. 


MISS.  A.  a<jc(l  19. 

Has  been  in  a declining  state  of  health  for  the 
last  seven  months.  On  the  15th  of  July,  1820,  wa.s 
ordered  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath,  for  a quar- 
ter of  ail  hour  every  evening,  on  account  of  a pe- 
riodical attack  of  pain  in  the  bowels  whicli  re- 
turned every  twenty-four  hours.  The  Bath  did 
not  affect  the  pain,  hut  restored  her  appetite  for 
animal  food,  which  had  been  lost  for  a length  ot 
time  ; by  persevering  in  the  Bath  her  digestion 
continued  good,  and  she  recruited  so  far  as  to  be 
able  to  be  wheeled  out  in  a chair,  for  tlie  benefit 
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T- 

oi  the  frenh  air.  August  28th.  her  complaint  be- 
Ki^  considered  of  an  incurable  nature^  she  now 
only  used  the  Bath  every  second  or  third  uij^ht,  hut 
always  found  her  appetite  increased  tl»e  day  utter, 
which  shews  the  power  of  the  Acid  Bath  in  stip- 
jiortin^"  the  action  of  the  stomach. 

'I'he  Nitro  Muriatic  A<*itl  Bath  will  l>e  found 
a powerful  deohstrnent  in  cases  of  Amenorrhaa, 
w hether  ilepending’  upon  a depravetl  state  of  the 
stomach,  a diiDinished  action  of  the  Chylopoctic 
viscera,  or  upon  a torpor  of  tlie  uterine  system. 


BETTY  C.  aged  ;)(). 

Had  an  attack  of  Plenrisv  In  October, 
1810,  which  was  overcome  l>y  the  nsnal  mod»*s  of 
treatment,  but  she  continued  in  a weakly  slate  till 
the  first  of  .laimary,  1820,  when  she  was  agfain 
seized  w ith  inHunmiation  on  her  chc*st,  w hich  re- 
quired the  strictest  depletory  measures,  and  in  spite 
of  all  that  could  he  <lonc,  she  continued  in  a fe- 
verish state  all  the  w inter,  w ith  fly ing  iidlamniatory 
pains  in  the  dust,  cough,  poor  appetite,  and  cos- 
tive how  els  ; how  ever,  during  the  spring  the  rough 
disappeared,  but  the  pains  assumed  a chronic  form, 
ami  fixed  in  e.a<  h hy  jiochondraic  re^:ion,  but  par- 
ticularly the  left,  and  occasioned  great  suffering. 
I’atamcnia  has  been  irregular  and  deficient^  urine 


20 


scanty,  ieet  and  legs  now  becoming  cedeimtous, 
bowels  more  costive  and  tympanitic ; lias  been  un- 
der regular  Medical  treatment  the  whole  time  of 
her  indisposition,  but  derived  so  little  relief,  that 
her  Friends  dcapaired  of  her  recovery.  On  the 
first  of  June,  used  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath, 
and  repeated  it  for  a cpiarter  of  an  hour  every 
evening. 

3d.  Pains  easier  and  bowels  open. 

6th.  Ap]>etite  improving  and  voids  more  urine. 

8th.  Catamenia  now  regular. 

10th.  All  the  symptoms  of  her  complaint  much 
mitigated. 

Idth.  General  health  improving,  but  still  com- 
plains of  pain,  though  it  is  much  relieved  by  the 
use  of  the  Bath. 

ISth.  Continues  to  gain  strength  and  is  wort- 
derfully  relieved  in  every  respect,  except  the  chro- 
4iic  pains,  which  are  not  quite  removed. 
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SuRGKoNS  are  well  aware  of  those  sjiiip- 
tomatic  pains  which  frequently  uftect  the  Urinary 
Origans,  ami  occasion  irritations  similar  to  Stone 
in  the  bhuUier,  or  Intlamination  in  tiic  Urethra, 
whilst  the  complaint  is  Si*aU*<l  in  ami  depeiuls  upon 
a diseased  action  in  the  large  intestines,  of  which 
the  following  are  instances. 

THOMAS  R.  a^e<l  n 

U ns  for  several  years  been  subject  to  flatulence 
and  j>ain  of  the  stomach,  which  twelve  months  ago 
settled  in  the  Hypogastric  region,  and  produced 
a distressing  pain  in  the  Testes,  which  every  nosv 
ami  tlun  became  so  severe  as  to  incapacitate 
him  from  follow  ing  bis  employment.  General  health 
rather  impaired  ; Uomplains  occasiimally  of  flush- 
ing heats  upon  his  skin.  Rowels  costive.  Appe  tite 
poor  during  the  severe  attacks  of  pain,  which  gen- 
erally lasttnl  for  several  days,  but  were  always  re- 
lieved l>y  iJaiaiJlatus  passing  in  the  bowels.  Has 
taken  the  advice  of  numerous  Quacks,  who  abound 
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in  this  neig’hbonrhootl,  without  experiencing  any 
relief. 

Antispasmodics  and  Purgatives  administered 
singly  or  coinl)iued,  either  afforded  no  relief,  or 
agrjrravated  his  suft'erincfs.  On  the  otli.  of  Febru- 
ary  1819,  he  l)egau  the  use  of  the  Xitro  Muriatic 
Acid  Bath  and  continued  it  every  evening  for  above 
a fortnight,  when  nil  his  pains  were  gone.  He  is 
now  in  good  health  and  able  to  follow  his  occupa- 
tion without  interruption. 

MR.  J.  Pr.  aged  61. 

Enjoyed  good  health  till  about  seven  years 
ago,  when  he  began  to  pass  large  quantities  of 
Calculous  matter,  which  brought  on  a difficulty 
and  frequency  of  voiding  urine,  attended  with  great 
pain  and  irritation  in  the  Urethra.  These  symp- 
toms continued  for  above  twelve  months,  and  were 
succeeded  by  the  discharge  of  portions  of  Calculi 
resembling  broken  nut  shells,  to  the  amount  of 
several  ounces,  which  were  passed  occasionally,  and 
kept  up  the  irritation  for  three  years,  when  they 
assumed  the  form  and  size  of  small  horse  beaus,  pio- 
ducing  all  the  distressing  symptoms  of  stone  in  the 
Bladder.  His  sufferings  cuntinue<l  to  increase  un- 
til he  had  parted  with  twenty  six  at  different  times; 
since  then,  no  calculi  of  any  kind  have  made  their 
appearance ; but  soon  after  he  began  to  complain 
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of  wiud  collectiag  at  ti*ies  like  a ball  in  the  Hy- 
|>og‘a.strie  region,  whn'U  produced  a similar  pahi 
and  irritatioa  iu  the  Urinary  org^ans,  but  was 
always  relieved  when  feifgHatus  passed  along  the 
Lutestioai  canal : these  symptoiiis  continued  to  in- 
crease tor  two  years  ; when  tl»c  pain  and  irritation 
became  as  severe  and  distressing  as  wiien  tlie  Cal- 
culi were  passing.  Tl>e  most  eminent  of  Pro- 
fession were  consulted  in  vain.  By  accident  hear- 
ing him  relate  his  sufTeriug,  1 sakl  be  might  hare 
relief  from  a new  retnody,  which  he  willingly  as- 
sentr'd  to.  Tlnsrefore  4Mi  the  17tb.  ofJuly  1821), 
he  begsu)  the  use  of  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath 
for  b^df  an  hour  every  evening,  nod  coatirrued  it 
for  two  UiontUs  with  surpiising  benefit.  The  pain 
and  irritation  in  the  Urinary  }Xisy«agvs  are  now 
mneh  less,  thuu  tlicv  have  been  at  any  time  cluring 
tlie  last  si'VCD  )eurs  and  he  Ciin  walk  about  with 
much  mwe  ease  and  ogility. 

M hen  tlu'se  diseusetl  actions  of  the  intestinal 
canal,  which  most  freqimittly  l;ike  place  in  the 
stonim'h  or  large  intestines  give  rise  to  symptoma- 
tic pains,  and  proceed  from  torpor  of  tlie  Liver,  bili- 
ary tltrangemeut,  or  a weakened  action  in  the  parts 
theiuselves  : the  Xitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath  will  in 
such  dehiiitate<l  habits  lie  found  a preferable  re- 
iiiisly  to  any  form  of  mercury  : because  the  Bath 
gives  a healthy  action  to  the  whole  secretory  svs- 
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tein,  aiul  does  not  in  the  smallest  degree  impair 
the  constitution  as  mercury  does,  when  it  is  either 
given  too  freely,  or  [lersevered  in  too  long. 

Tlie  Nitro  INI 'iriafitr  Acid  Bath,  like  mercury, 
is  a stimulating  remedy,  and  every  tliscerning  Prac- 
titioner must  acknowledge  the  serious  and  irrepa- 
rable mischiefs,  that  have  accrued  to  society  from 
the  employment  of  tliis  potent  Drug,  in  syphilitic 
complaints  accompanied  w ith  inflammation,  either 
topical  or  general ; therefore  the  grand  secret  in 
the  successful  exhibition  of  this  medicine  is  to  have 
the  system  free  from  inflammatory  action.  Upon 
the  same  ground  the  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath  is 
contraindicate<l  when  the  Lancet  may  be  advan- 
tageously used  : therefore,  in  cases  of  extreme  ir- 
ritability, high  excitement,  or  when  inflammatory 
action  is  subsisting  in  the  system,  the  Nitro  Mu- 
riatic Acid  Bath  will  be  found  either  injurious  or 
of  no  avail  ; hence  w e may  account  for  its  fruitless 
effects  in  cases  of  Chronic  Inflammation  of  the 
Liver,  and  other  Cliylopoetic  Viscera. 

I do  not  mean  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Anti- 
mercurial ists  but  only  endeavour  to  establish  a ine- 
<lical  Fact,  which  will  materially  assist  the  treat- 
ment of  some  of  the  intricate  and  coinplicatetl  dis- 
eases of  the  Cliylopoetic  Visccrii. 

The  Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath,  although  of 
less  general  utility  than  mercury,  w ill  effect  a cure 
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in  some  cases,  where  this  mineral  is  insufficient. 
Upon  comparing^  the  virtues  of  these  two  reme- 
dies, they  will  he  fonnd  powerful  auxiliaries  to  one 
another,  because  we  see  the  action  of  mercury  most 
remarkably  determined  to  the  Huids  of  the  salivary 
glands,  the  bowels,  and  the  skin,  whilst  the  action 
of  the  Acid  Bath  is  most  powerfully  exerted 
the  fluids  of  the  stomach,  liver  and  bowels.  The 
powerful  arm  of  mercury  can  effect  a change  on  dis- 
eased structures,  but  the  Acid  Bath  as  far  as  I have 
seen  can  effect  only  a change  on  diseased  actions. 

The  \itro  Muruitic  Achl  Bath  1ms  tl>e  power 
of  increaaiing  the  secretioas  witlhiMit  exciting  wich 
a cuinmolion  and  febrile  actum  in  the  tysterti  As 
.mercury,  tiierefore  in  certain  <k'lHlitnted  statoa  H 
m«8t  l>c«  preferable  retiM'dy.  When  ever  tb«*re  is 
a Oehile  act  km  lu  the  secretory  vessels  unaccom- 
punied  by  topical  or  general  iiithimniation  tlie 
\itro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath  is  indicated  and  I have 
found  it  a powerful  adjuvant  to  other  remedies  in 
<li reeling  their  conrae  to  tfie  seers'tory  organs. 

Medical  Practitkmcm  must  have  experiencetl 
the  inutility  of  purgatives,  however  powerful,  or 
diowever  skilfully  applietl  in  cas<^  of  llius  depemdiug 
up<m  an  overdisteuded  state  ef  a pftrticm  of  the 
jiitestine.  lu  c;ises  of  -this  kind  the  Nitro  Muriatic' 
Acid  Bath  will  prow  a val liable  remedy  for  rc- 
nioviiig  the  iuaclion  ot  the  dist.<iMled  part,  wJiich  if 
not  subdued,  must  frequently  be  the  causeof  death. 
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Besides  cases  of  actual  disease,  the  Nitro 
IVluriatic  Acid  Bath  has  been  tryed  in  the  following" 
cases  of  apprehended  miscarriage. 

MRS.  L.  aged  38. 

Had  miscarried  six  times  at  various  periods  of 
gestation ; but  had  never  borne  a living  child.  The 
Nitro  Muriatic  Acid,  Bath  was  advised  a"  soon  as 
Pregnancy  was  suspected,  and  it  was  continued 
occasionally  through  the  whole  period.  The  plan 
succeeded  and  the  Lady  is  now  the  mother  of  a 
living  child. 


MRS.  W.  aged  32. 

Of  spare  habit.  The  Mother  of  five  children, 
and  has  nuscarried  thrice.  At  present  in  the  third 
month  of  Pregnancy,  has  regular  pains  and  the 
same  sensations,  tliat  preceded  her  former  mis- 
carriages. On  the  4th.  of  August  1820,  used  the 
Nitro  Muriatic  Acid  Bath,  fora  q^uarterof  an  hour. 
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o.  All  hour  after  using:  the  Bath  felt  herself 
revived  and  easier,  and  to-day  tlie  paiiu  and  other 
abortive  syinptonni  much  initif^ated. 

(ith.  Pains  g’one  and  feels  strong:er. 

1 Uh.  Has  us«h1  the  Hath  every  evening',  appe- 
tite improveil  and  bowels  more  regular,  which  she 
attributes  to  the  Bath.  Was  advised  to  use  the  Bath 
occasionally,  or  when  any  threatening  symptoms 
made  their  appearance. 

The  subject  of  Abortion  is  one  of  the  greatest 
practical  imporiance  and  highly  interesting,  whe- 
ther we  consider  the  diiFicuUy  of  treatment  or  the 
danger  generally  attached  to  it : therefore  what- 

ever tends  to  improve  the  one  or  lesstm  the  other, 
must  be  acceptable  to  the  Profession  and  the  indi- 
viduals concerned.  From  the  above  cases,  it  is 
probable  the  Nitro  ^luriatic  Aci<l  Bath  may  prov'e 
I a useful  remedy,  when  habitual  or  threatened  aboi- 
I tion  depends  upon  a general  weakness  of  the  sys- 
tem, a debilitated  action  of  the  Uterus,  or  when  it 
arises  from  sympathy  with  some  diseased  organ,  as 
the  stomach  or  other  of  the  Chylopoetic  Viscera. 

It  may  be  an  object  of  eiujuiry  with  Meilical 
Practitioners,  why  the  \itro  Muriatic  Acid  Batli 
is  directed  in  cases,  that  hare  no  relation  to  each 
other  ? to  this  1 reply,  they  have  a relation  to 
each  other:  they  are  all  diseases  of  debility,  and 

in  all  cases  of  diseases  of  the  abdominal  ViM'era, 
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th^it  Ifare  cn*i^in  in  dvlMlllV  of  tht  or^an  af- 

fpctt‘d>  ! ftflriio  Niti*o  Miirialio  Atid  Batli,  uml 
seldom  am  di?«p]>\>ilU^d  and  fbf  this  View  of  the 
subject,  with  some  of  the  pt^eedllig’  eases,  I am 
a^aio  happy  to  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  my 
Friend  Dr.  Jarrold. 

In  thn?  exhibition  of  all  active  me'dicine  can- 
lion  is  necesstfy,  biU  pavtirOhitly  so  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  subtile  stimulus  of  the  \itfO  Mnriathc 
Acid  Bath,  Wldeh  has  in  sottm  ctists  occasioited  the 
spitting*  or  vondting  6^  blood.  In  others  if  iiMs 
occasionetl  those  uho  have  improperly  tised  it,  to 
fall  down  as  if  intoxicated,  or  seita'd  with  a fit  Of 
Opoplexv*  it  is  therefore  desirable,  that  the  natorO 
of  the  disease  and  the  constitution  of  the  Patient 
be  well  considered  before  the  application  of  the 
^ath  is  had  recourse  to. 
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